My home is located on the Cree and Plains Cree, Métis, Tsuut’ina, and Blackfoot territory.
(Whitemud Creek ravine)

Traditionally, Edmonton
and its surrounding areas
were an important resting
place for Indigenous
peoples on their travels.
Through hunting,
fishing, and gathering,
the forest, plains, and
rivers offered the
resources needed to
replenish their supplies.
The Cree and Blackfoot
(around the late 1700s)
formed an alliance as
they expanded into the
Plains. In this alliance,
the Cree controlled the
trade of goods to the Blackfoot. The Blackfoot maintained peace in order to ensure that the flow
of the goods would continue. However, when the Hudson’s Bay Company was established in
Edmonton (1795) and in Rocky Mountain House (1799), both were located on Blackfoot
territory. This caused the Cree and Blackfoot to begin competing for resources and land, since
the Blackfoot could now control their own trade without the help of the Cree. The alliance broke
down in 1800. Seventy years later, a peace treaty was negotiated between them as the buffalo
herds were being decimated by white settler hunters and the influence of the Canadian
government was rapidly spreading to the West.
During this time, Edmonton was permanently established (1813), where the Alberta Legislature
Building is now located. Its location on the North Saskatchewan River made it an essential
travelling route to Winnipeg, where another trading post was located.
Across the river, in what is now known as Old Strathcona, the Papaschase Cree were driven off
Indian Reserve No. 136 due to starvation so severe that the settlers, who were gaining land
around the area, were compelled to feed them (Donald, 2004). This may have been the reason
that many of the Cree accepted the scrip offered to them in 1885 – the scrip entitled them to 240
acres of land or $160.00 to buy land (around 80 acres) somewhere else. Important to note is that
not all scrip was honoured and as a result, the Papaschase Cree found themselves landless even
though they were the rightful stewards of the land.
Métis families were already living in the Edmonton area when settlers began to homestead and
farm in the 1890s. Because of the colonial desire for land and wealth, Indigenous peoples who
lived where Edmonton now is, had their lands exploited for the economic gains of the settlers. As
Young notes in The Five Faces of Oppression, the colonial desire for wealth, through the
exploitation of Indigenous peoples and their territories continues to be manifest today.

This is the beginning of my Treaty walk.

My neighbourhood was named after a white settler, John Hodgson (1888-1969). He came to
Canada, specifically Edmonton, in 1913, where he worked for the city for forty years. Despite
Hodgson being on land that was traditionally used by many Indigenous peoples, it remains
named after a white man who is thought to have contributed to Edmonton’s prosperity. This is a
mechanism of colonialism whereby the presence of Indigenous people as the original inhabitants
of the land, is rendered invisible by oppressors. This is the dominant narrative on display in my
neighbourhood.

Whitemud Creek ravine is home to many
edible berries, such as bunchberries,
Saskatoon berries, and chokecherries.
Normally, I do not take the time to notice
the beauty of the nature that surrounds
me. However, on my Treaty walk I took
time to notice the little things and in
doing this was able to understand how
Indigenous peoples were able to live off
the land.

Above: two types of chokecherries in the
ravine
Below: the ravine path behind my street

  

  
Walking along the ravine, there is an
interesting contrast. On one side, there’s
the creek just down the hill and berries
as far as you can see. But on the other
side, the large houses tower over the
trees and bushes. After my research on
the history of Edmonton, I see this
contrast as the difference between
colonial life and Indigenous life, and the
privileges that settlers are able to enjoy
because of colonization.
  

  

On the left you see the homes in my
neighbourhood, and the right is the
beautiful ravine that these homes back.

  
What is interesting about my
neighbourhood, is the power
lines and the power plant in
the midst of protected land. Even though you are
out walking through the beautiful ravine and
greenspaces, the loud hum of the power lines
drowns out the sounds of nature. As the birds are
singing and the crickets are chirping, the buzz of
the power lines remains a prominent reminder that
we have created these unnatural things in a once
serene natural land.
  
  
  
  
  
  
  

  

  

Whitemud creek is not what it once was. There are
power lines running over it, there are very large
homes on the hill above, and the water has turned
brown from pollution and is not safe for
consumption. We (the white settlers) have destroyed
a water source that once nourished and sustained
Indigenous people. As you observe the creek and the
nature surrounding, it is clear why this place would
have been perfect for Indigenous camps. Having the
water nearby meant not travelling for water each
day, and the water attracts deer and other small
animals for food.
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  

  
  
  
  

There are three protected wetlands in my
neighbourhood. They have been protected since
2002, when the majority of the houses were being built. We have already damaged the land and
taken so much from it in our quest for economic gains, that the lands had to be protected so as
not to destroy them further. To me these
protected marshes are a symbol of justice for
the Earth. We must continue to protect the
nature around us before it is too late and the
damage is irreversible.   
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  

Above, the power lines can be seen over
the protected wetlands.
  

Though we do not have a school or a community
center, we have a playground that is always full of
children playing and laughing. We have a green
shack that is a community program filled with fun
activities for kids over the summer and fall. Under
normal circumstances, the green shack would be
utilized by many families every day. The families in
my neighbourhood are privileged in the midst of the
pandemic. They have not been as impacted by
COVID-19 as many Indigenous peoples have. The
disease is a racialized one that more greatly impacts
marginalized communities because of the poverty
that affects them. Some of those families do not have
the resources to play safely, like the sign at the park reminds.   
  
  
  
  

Throughout my Treaty
walk, I took the time to
reflect on the history of
the land that I call home. I
said thanks and
recognized the many Indigenous people who called Hodgson
home hundreds of years before I was privileged to. I reflected
on forms of oppression described by Young in her article. In
particular, the violence that our society has normalized
through cultural imperialism. I appreciated the beauty of my
surroundings and I am ever grateful that my community is
taking the steps to protect the land and ecosystems that we
have built our homes around. Not only have we protected the
wetlands and the ravine, we are trying to do more by planting
more trees, though some might argue that is not enough.
However, efforts need to be undertaken to make visible the
historical and contemporary importance of Indigenous
peoples to this place. Further, recognition of settler colonial
responsibilities to reconcile
with the land and its first
peoples need to be part of
our commitments to social
justice.   
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